EMANUEL EPISTLE
NOVEMBER 2011
THE MANY NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS!


	First there is the official announcement: Emanuel Lutheran congregation will meet on Sunday, November 20th, after worship to discuss and vote on election to Council and the Spending Plan for 2012.
	The Outreach Team came up with the plan to have the congregation stay for a carry-in dinner of soup or chili, sandwiches, salad, and dessert.  You pick what you want to bring!  If your specialty is not on the list, bring it anyway.  Chocolate is always welcome.
	The intention of this Sunday is for the family of God to gather in fellowship and sharing.  The Team feels that there should more times to gather, especially as the church faces a pastoral change and possible vacancy.
	Please put this special Sunday on your calendars and plan to be together!  
	On Sunday, November 13th, the youth will lead the service.  The 8th grade catechism class will present the message.  They will be doing three skits they learned at camp last summer.  You won’t want to miss this presentation!  
	The class members are Ethan Hall, Adam Love, and Abby and Sydney Lovins.
	Also, on November 13th, Ms. Cristy Fossum, a friend of Pastor and Donna, will be here to read from her books from her series, Sunday by Sunday, and sign any copies you may wish to buy.
	She will be reading from the series, Sunday by Sunday, which are fictional accounts of life in the church with a motley crew of characters.  The books are based in the Revised Common Lectionary, and each one chronicles a year in the life of Rose Harris, retried English teacher and inveterate churchwoman.
	Her lead character, Rose, has a gift for finding hilarity and humility amidst all the frustrations and joys of parish life, and trusts the Almighty to sort out the messes and graces that are the substance of any community faith.
She has visited the Russell’s and has worshiped with us.  This is her first stop on her book tour in conjunction with the November 1 release of Sunday by Sunday III.



Focus on Faith by Pastor Russell

A HAPPY LIFE

What or who defines what a happy life is?  Who among us sinful ones have the audacity to define what a happy life is to anyone?
There are many definitions of a happy as there are people on the planet.  A poor man would want more money.  A single mom would want someone to help her.  A cancer victim would want a cure.  A grieving parent would want to turn back the clock to a happier time.
Where do I go to find a common definition of a happy life?  Being a pastor, the obvious would be to turn to the Bible and get a bunch of quotes to throw at you.  What do they do?  They bring comfort for a little bit (good to have some on hand for those surprise moment).
Will simply loving Jesus bring a happy life?  That may be a good start and sound good, but it does not always lead to a happy life.  Good faithful people who love the Lord still know sadness.   Jesus is at times crying with us when we are in pain and sorrow.
Or how about perfect attendance at worship?  Will that bring a happy life?  This is another good place to start but no guarantees.  I was asked once by a young woman who was in grief at the sudden loss of her sister in a freak accident:  “We went to church every Sunday.  Why did God allow this to happen?”
My answer to my niece was simply that Jesus is crying with us.  Bad things happen to good people no matter who they are.  Faith in God helps us to cope.  I, too, was in grief over the loss of my niece, so I was close to her pain.  I doubt there was any satisfaction in her mind at what I said.  She lost a sister and she was hurting.  
What compounded the pain was that her sister’s death happened two weeks after her wedding.  The joy of her new marriage was dampened by the loss of her sister.  I did a wedding one month and a funeral the next.
I am positive that any of you reading this rather depressing piece can tap into some kind of deep emotion that brings back pain and sorrow.  What is a happy life when there is sadness to remember?
A happy life does not begin with sad thoughts, does it?  A happy life can be interrupted by those things that are thrown us unexpectedly.  We may even blame God and question our faith.
I believe a happy life really begins with gratitude.  Yes, a happy life is one of thanksgiving.  We Christians do not need a national holiday to remind us to be thankful, but we use the time to thank God as we gather with family and friends over a meal.
A happy life remembers those who are unable to have a big meal like they used to in this economic down turn.  A happy life is thankful for what is important as one victim of a burn out apartment said, “I lost everything, but I am alive.  My grandson is alive.”  Or one said looking at a destroyed home from a tornado:  “We are happy to be alive.  We can rebuild a home but not a life.”
Getting up every day and thanking God you had a bed to sleep in and a breakfast waiting for you is a happy life.  Going to school and seeing your friends is a happy life.  Laughing at bullies and praying for them is a happy life.  Imagine how unhappy their lives must be if they have to hurt another to feel good about themselves.  It must be a sad life indeed.
The holiday of Thanksgiving is a reminder that we live a happy life knowing we have a Lord to go to and say, “Thank you God for the world so sweet and for the food we eat.  Amen.”
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The Outreach Team
invites
you and your carry-in
delicious item to share
to a 
fellowship meal
following the annual meeting
on
Sunday, November 20th!

There will be one worship service at 10:00 a.m.,
and the meeting will follow
worship.

To keep it simple, you are asked to bring a salad, or soup, or chili, or sandwiches, and chocolate.

Drink will be provided!

This is just one way for our church family to gather
together!
SPECIAL EVENT FOR OUR YOUTH!

	On Sunday, November 20th, at 4:30 p.m. Mrs. Jane Yorn, Executive Director of Safe Passage, Inc., will speak to our youth groups and parents on bullying and violence on dates.  Safe Passage is a service that helps women and men who are the victims of domestic violence have a safe place to stay and to receive all kinds of help.
	The organization will begin to go into the schools this coming February to hear from the students about bullying and dates that turn violent.  The hope is to create a program that will be in tune with the need.
	The junior and senior youth groups are invited to attend to listen and to offer help.  This session is geared for the youth, both male and female.  The intent is to create an atmosphere where those youth present feel free to share.  This event also serves as our November youth meetings.
	We are aware of bullying in school as well as online.  Safe passage has helped girls who were victims of date violence.  Abuse is not just physical violence but also emotional bullying.
	Our youth can help Safe Passage begin their study as well as be served by the discussion.
	Pizza and drink will be provided.  Yes, parents are welcome, if not expected.  Yes, each youth is encouraged to bring a friend or two or more.
	Mrs. Yorn spoke to our women at WELCA’s October meeting and from that speech and discussion led to the idea to invite her to come and to lead a discussion with the young women and men of our youth groups.  Her presentation on the 20th is not a lecture but a real discussion!
Here is a sad statistic to think about:  1 in 5 female high school students report being physically or sexually abused by a dating partner.

	











MONTHLY MEETINGS in NOVEMBER
Congregation Council
Congregation Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 15th, beginning at 6:00 p.m.    Mark this date on your calendar.
WELCA
All women of the congregation are invited to attend the meeting of WELCA  to be held on Monday, November 21st, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  There is no program leader scheduled or hostesses.  This will be a “snack night” and the ladies are asked to bring in something light for refreshments. If the “Angel Tree” project works out we will be cutting some angels for the tree.
CHOIR
Rehearsals in NOVEMBER will be held:
   Wed., Nov. 9th – 7:00 p.m.
   Wed., Nov. 16th- 7:00 p.m.
   Wed., Nov. 30th – 7:45 p.m.
Anthems will be sung on:
    Sun., Nov. 13th -  10:30 a.m.
    Sun., Nov. 27th -  10:30 a.m.
There is always an invitation for more singers to join us.  We need you!   Please consider it seriously. 
BEGINNING OF ADVENT
We begin the season of Advent on Sunday, November 27th.   On three Wednesdays we will observe Advent with a Mid-Week service at 7:00 p.m. preceded with a light meal beginning at 6:00 p.m.  There will be a sign-up sheet for those who will volunteer to provide and serve a meal on one of the Wednesdays.
Time Change
Just a reminder that the first Sunday in November [6TH] we move our clocks back “1” hour.  {FALL BACK}  Change your clocks before going to bed on Saturday night.
YOUTH SUNDAY will be observed on Sunday, November 13th, at 10:30 a.m. worship with the youth leading the service.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING and carry-in dinner on Sunday, November 20th.  There will be one service at 10:00 a.m. that day.
UPDATING CHURCH ROSTER
If you have not done so already, please fill in the information on the form provided and turn it in to the church office.  The church records need to be updated, especially with the addition of email addresses for those who have computers.  
EXTRA MILE GIVING
November is designated as the month we help needy children of the inmates at the Dearborn County Law Enforcement Center with “Jack’s Angel Tree”.   We were not able to do this last year but there is a possibility it will return this year.  If it doesn’t work out, we could help some families through the Clearinghouse.  Watch for more information about this.
 “OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD”
OCC IS BACK! T Last year we packed 38 beautifully decorated boxes of goodies for children in war torn or impoverished countries.  
There is still time to fill a shoe box for a child in need.  Please see the OCC display table in the Fellowship Hall for boxes and information.  You can’t miss it --- its red and green.  Shoe boxes are due by November 13th.  If you have any questions please contact Louise Rose – 537-0424.
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE -  Items to be included in the December newsletter should be submitted to the Church Office on Sunday, November 20th.	

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Flower:  Chrysanthemum 
BIRTHSTONE:  Topaz
 1st -	Amy Vance
2nd -	LaVern Brandt  
3rd -	Malissa Stott  
4th -	Cam Hensley  
5th -	Joan Seitz
10th -  “Martin Luther”
11th -	Pat Marker/Robert Knight
14th -	Kayla Anderson
15th -	A.J. Love
Ginny Awad	
Cindy Foerster
16th -	Gina Hensley
	Jason Hambrick
18th -	Randy Marker
19th -	Scott Hensley
20th -	Dolores Leffler
24th -	Paul Bowen
26th -	Randy Dawson
27th -	Tom Carr
28th -	Caden & Maggie McCool	
NOVEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
8TH -	JACK & DELORES TANDY
10TH -	RICK & SANDRA WALTERS
25TH -	DICK & CHRIS McCOOL
PASTOR JOHN & CATHY HAWKINS
28TH -	RANDY & CINDY DAWSON
ALTAR FLOWER DONORS FOR NOVEMBER
Sun., Nov. 6th -   Jack & Delores Tandy
In honor of their 59th wedding anniversary

Sun., Nov. 13th – The Love Family
In honor of A.J.’s 21st birthday
Sun., Nov. 20th -   Joan Bennett
In memory of her husband, Carroll
Sun., Nov. 27th -    OPEN



BREAD SIGN-UP SHEET
If you would like to provide the bread for Holy Communion for the Sundays in November, please sign your name on the chart provided.  THANK YOU very much for your donations.
THANK YOUS
* * * To all worship assistants in October
* * * Everyone who gave a donation or items to Safe Passage in September
* * *  Everyone who gave items & monetary donations to the Dearborn County Animal shelter.
* * *  To Shelva Bennett for subbing for Judy on Sunday, October 16th.
* * *  All those who provide the bread for Holy Communion each Sunday

CONGRATULATIONS
God’s blessings on Jason Walters and Michelle Cooley who were united in marriage here at Emanuel on Saturday, October 1st.  Jason is the son of Rick & Sandra Walters and grandson of Tom Carr.    We remember them in our prayers as they begin their new life together as husband and wife.






HIGHLIGHTS OF OCTOBER WELCA MEETING
The Women of ELCA of Emanuel met for their monthly meeting on Monday, October 17th, at 7:00 p.m.  Guest speaker Jane Yorn, the Executive Director of Safe Passage, Inc., located in Batesville, presented an interesting program about domestic violence intervention and prevention services.  Safe Passage serve Dearborn, Franklin, Ohio, Ripley, & Switzerland counties.  - - -  The business meeting was conducted by President Pat Marker.  The Secretary’s report of the minutes of the September meeting was read and roll call was read with 11 members and 4 visitors present.  Pat read the Treasurer’s report in the absence of Louise Rose. - - - -  The display for Operation Christmas Child has been set up by Louise Rose.  Shoe boxes are provided for the gifts and they need to be back at the church by November 14th.  - - -  A donation will be given to a church-sponsored missionary.  - - -  Pat gave a short report of the WELCA Fall Cluster meeting held at Adams Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 15th attended bty Connie Esposito, Donna Sullivan, & Pat Marker. - - -  Pat will check with David about the “Angel Tree” project for this year.  If we do this project we will cut some angels for the tree at the November meeting. - - -
The ladies are requested to bring some light snack for refreshments at the November 21st meeting.  The meeting was closed with the praying of the Missionary Benediction and The Lord’s Prayer.   The hostesses Chris McCool, Jodi Gillman, & Connie Esposito served assorted cookies, candies, & cider.


ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
The Adult Sunday School class will be discussing and sharing on various topics each week.  We have begun a look at the letter to the Philippians as a basis for our discussions.  All are invited to join us!  And you don’t have to be prompt (we never start on time!).  The coffee pot is on.

CANS ARE NEEDED
We are in need of large cans that are used for delivering the altar flowers following 10:30 a.m. Sunday worship.  If you could bring some in it would be greatly appreciated.  Just put them on the counter (by the telephone).  THANK YOU!

COMMITMENT PACKETS
If you are not able to be at church on Commitment Sunday, Oct. 30th, to turn in your pledge cards and the Time and Talent sheets, please get them to church as soon as possible.  A list of the Volunteers for 2012 will be needed so the book-
let of Volunteers can be put together.








SERVING EMANUEL			

NOVEMBER  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS	10:30 a.m.
Ushers & Greeters: Abby & Sydney Lovins; Adam Love
			Shannon Rickett
Communion Assistants	
November 6th 		Janice Knight  (All Saints)
November 13th 		Robin Snyder             
November 20th 		Randy Hildebrand
November 27th 		Pat Marker     (Advent)

Readers		
November 6th 		Judy Hall    (All Saints)
November 13th 		Jim Humphrey
November 20th 		Betty Gudgeon
November 27th 		Matt Kirk
Acolytes:		8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
Nov. 6th 		Joshua Ross		Adam Love
Nov. 13th 		Alex Ross		Sydney Lovins
Nov. 20th 		Joshua Ross		Keith Rosenberger
Nov. 27th 		Alex Ross		Brad Rickett
Nov. 30th (Mid-Week)      7:00 p.m.	           Abby or Sydney Lovins
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Jeff, Chris, & Laurie Brandt
ALTAR GUILD:  David & Chris Hall
Deliver Altar Flowers:  Judy Hall
Organist/Music Director – Secretary:  Judy Hall
Presiding & Preaching:  Pastor Jeremy G. Russell
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